
WHERE TO LOCATE SMOKE DETECTORS: Smoke Detectors are to be located on every level of a residence, first 
& second floors, within every separate sleeping are!b between sleeping areas and living areas such as the kitchen, garage, 
basement or utility room - excluding crawl spaces or unfinished attics as shown in Figures 1 - 4. Basement level detectors 
should be located at the bottom of basement stairwells, at ceiling level, as shown in Figure 4. 

WHERE NOT TO LOCATE SMOKE DETECTORS: To avoid false alarms and/or improper operations, avoid 
installation of smoke detectors in the following areas: 

• Kitchens - smoke from cooking may cause a nuisance alarm 
• Bathrooms - excessive steam from a shower may cause a nuisance alarm. 
• Forced air ducts for heating or air conditioning - air movement may prevent smoke from reaching detector. 
• Near any type furnace - air/dust movement and normal combustion products may cause a nuisance alarm. 
• The "Dead Air" space where the ceiling meets the wall, mount them more towards the center of the room. 
• The peak of an "A" frame type ceiling. "Dead Air" at the top may prevent smoke from reaching detector. 

Note: Bedroom area smoke detectors MUST be within 10 feet of ALL Bedroom doors. Smoke Detectors 
within bedrooms should be within 10 feet of the door. 
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WHERE TO LOCATE CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS - NJ.law specifies that Carbon Monoxide 
Detectors be installed in the immediate vicinity of ALL sleeping areas. They can be plug-in, battery powered or 
hard-wired. Each detector should be installed as per the manufacturer's guidelines and be capable of alerting all 
sleeping occupants. 
WHERE NOT TO LOCATE CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS - Carbon Monoxide Detectors should not be 
located in electrical outlets which can be turned offby a switch unless the detector has a battery back-up. Carbon 
Monoxide Detectors should not be plugged into outlets which are located against the floor molding. 


